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were pleasantly surprised to read in the Daily Tele-
graph an account of the imitative habits of the black-
bird written by Mr. Chamberlain when laid up with
his old and ancestral enemy the gout. The sketch is
so pleasant that I reproduce a part of it here:

"One of the pleasantest features of No. 11 Downing
Street is its outlook on the old L-shaped garden that lies
between it and the Horse Guards Parade, with its ancient
shaded wall, its marvellous turf, and its venerable ilex and
hawthorn. When I came to it first, it was midwinter: the
trees, save the ilex, were leafless, the birds silent. Yet it
was pleasant to look on and full of promise,

"As, later in the year, the spring brought up the sap and
the green began to show in the tips of the lime-buds, the
first sound that came through the open window of my
bedroom in the morning was the song of a thrush. Hey!
Ho! Hey! Ho! he sang so joyously and vigorously that
his exuberant spirits were infectious, and I got into the habit
of listening for him in the daytime as well as in the early
morning.

"It was only after a long time that I began to remark
to myself that never had I heard a thrush put so Little
variety into its song. Thrushes generally repeat notes, often
many times in succession, but then they will break off and
improvise.

"Could it, I wondered, be a missel thrush? But no 1 there
was none of that piercing, breathless phrasing of the storm-
cock. This was dearly and decidedly a song thrush.

"I had never seen a thrush in the garden, though black-
birds were often on the lawn and sometimes came to drink
at my bird-bath. Could this be a blackbird which had
picked up those two notes from a thrush singing in St.
James's Park? I determined to solve the mystery by
observation, but I had to wait long before I could find an
opportunity.

"At last, one week-end in July, when I had to be in
London, I was working in my room when I heard the well-
known cry. I ran into the garden; the bird was concealed
in the thick foliage of a plane-tree by the Foreign Office